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The 2019-2020 school year 
began in Seaford with a wealth of 
new academic opportunities for 
students at all levels along with 
many new learning tools.

Educating the Whole Child
The District has adopted the Lions 

Quest social and emotional learning 
program, which meets the New York 
State Standards for mental health 
education. Lessons are led by classroom 
teachers at the elementary level, while 
at the middle school there are different 
lessons within each content area. Physical 
education and health teachers are 
implementing Lions Quest at the high 
school, but all teachers are apprised of the 
lessons.   

John Striffolino, Assistant 
Superintendent for Curriculum, 
Instruction and Personnel, said that Lions 
Quest covers a wide variety of topics such 
as antibullying strategies, communication 
and teamwork, decision-making, 
drug and alcohol awareness, problem-
solving and self-reflection. The program 
promotes character development through 
personal well-being and the cultivation of 
positive relationships with others.  

“Lions Quest provides continuity 
all the way through the school system, 
kindergarten through 12th grade,” Mr. 
Striffolino said. “The lessons each year 
build upon the previous year.”

In one activity at Seaford Manor 
Elementary School, students worked 
together to solve clues to find a hidden 
teddy bear in the room. Another 

classroom featured a lesson on giving and 
receiving compliments, “The words we 
say can brighten our day.”

Seaford Harbor Elementary School 
Social Worker, Sharon Klein, explained 
that Lions Quest activities began the year 
focused on creating a positive climate and 
culture in the classroom. She added that 
the program builds upon the character 
education lessons that have been taking 
place in school for years. 

Full STEAM Ahead With PLTW
Project Lead the Way is a new 

enrichment program for elementary 
students, with one unit offered each 
trimester. To begin the year, second 
and third graders are participating in 
Grids and Games through PLTW’s 
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Programs grow to meet academic, 
social and emotional needs

“We continually grow our programs 
to meet the academic, social and 

emotional needs of our students, so  
they will enter the world highly 

skilled and well prepared  
for success.”

–Dr. Adele V. Pecora, Superintendent  



Computer Science Band. In this 12-week 
progressive unit, students learn the basics 
of coding and work their way up to 
creating video games on iPads. 

In the winter, kindergartners and first 
graders will participate in The Human 
Body unit through the Biomedical 
Science Band. They will explore the 
relationship between structure and 
function in the human body and design 
a cast through a series of hands-on 
activities. Fourth and fifth graders will be 
engaged in the Science of Flight unit in 
the Engineering Band, learning about the 
forces involved in flight and designing 
a solution to deliver supplies via an 
aircraft.

1:1 Computing
The District expanded its Personalized 

Digital Learning Initiative, which creates 
a 1:1 learning environment. Sixth graders 
at the middle school and ninth graders at 
the high school received their take-home 
laptops, joining the 7th, 8th, 10th and 
11th graders who returned to school with 
the devices they received in the program’s 
launch last year. 

At the elementary level, the initiative 
was expanded to fourth grade, providing 
every fourth and fifth grade classroom 
with a laptop cart for all students to use 
during the school day. Kindergarten 
through third grade classes share iPad 
carts within each grade level.

Thomas Lynch, the 
Executive Director for 
Instructional Technology 
and STEM, said that 
the Personalized Digital 
Learning Initiative provides 
students with easy access 
to all of their coursework 
in an organized manner, 
while giving teachers more 
options to create dynamic 
and engaging lessons. The 
laptops use the Office 
365 platform, allowing 
students to become familiar 
with programs used in professional 
environments.

Enhancing the Curriculum
Sixth grade math classes are now 

using the GoMath program, which 
provides consistency for students who 
have used it in elementary school. Some 
of the resources include a differentiated 
instruction component for students 
who are performing above grade-level 
expectations, a reteaching component for 
students who need further reinforcement 
and an assessment book that promotes 
high student achievement. Math teacher, 
William Dietz, said students can use 
their laptops to access other important 
resources, such as e-books and online 
diagnostic tools to identify individual 
strengths and weaknesses. 

Several new courses were added at 
Seaford High School. College Marketing 
is a full-year class that allows students 
who previously took the introductory 
course Guerrilla Marketing to explore 
topics more in-depth. Teacher, Andrew 
Arbiter, said that students explore 
marketing goods, services and ideas. 
There will be two research projects 
as well as four visits during the year 
from an LIU Post college professor. 

A new science class for 9th and 
10th graders is Environmental Science 
– Earth Science, an advanced-level 
course that follows the Earth Science 
curriculum while also including current 
environmental topics. Teacher, Keri 
Degnan, said it is a fast-paced course 
with many experiments, including 
dissecting owl pellets to learn about the 
food web. Sophomore, Allison Espinel, 
said she finds the class very interesting 
and challenging, and enjoys the hands-on 
activities. 

Human Geography is a social studies 
class in which students study how 
humans interact with the Earth. They 
study population growth and decline, 
migration, international relations and 
other topics. The Game Design course 
has been revamped to include a new 
coding platform, Python. In this course,  
students will design a cash register 
program that can do mathematical 
calculations, and create a basic game in 
which different objects interact with each 
other.
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Welcome, New 
Teachers!

New Faces in Seaford’s 
Leadership Team

The District welcomed 13 new teachers 
this year, who are teaching different grade 
levels and subject areas at the four schools. 
Joining the Seaford faculty are:

•  Katharine Black, Manor Elementary 
School, Permanent Substitute

•  Kristin Chieco, Manor Elementary 
School, Special Education

•  Marisa Cirillo, Harbor Elementary 
School, Kindergarten

•  Nicholas Coacci, Seaford Middle School, 
Sixth Grade Band

•  Brooke DeSanto, Harbor Elementary 
School, Kindergarten

•  Matthew Dolan, Seaford Middle School 
and Seaford High School, Technology 
Education

•  Jamie Flannery, Manor Elementary 
School, First Grade

•  Sarah Frank, Seaford Middle School and 
Elementary School, Guidance Counselor

•  Emily Gagliano, Seaford Middle School, 
Permanent Substitute

•  Danyi Hamilton, Seaford Middle 
School, ENL and Spanish

•  Mary Lang, Seaford High School, Special 
Education

•  Tara Page, Manor Elementary School, 
First Grade

•  John Panus, Seaford High School, 
English

DR. CHARLES LEONE,  
Interim Executive Director for Humanities

Dr. Charles Leone joins Seaford from the 
Manhasset School District, where he served as 
the Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 
Instruction for seven years. He has 38 years of 
experience as a teacher and administrator, having 
taught at the elementary and secondary level and 

served as an assistant principal. 
As the Interim Executive Director for Humanities, Dr. Leone will 

supervise the District’s English, reading, social studies, world language and 
English as a New Language programs at all levels. He is a member of several 
professional organizations, including the Association for Supervision and 
Curriculum Development and the Professional Learning Association, and is 
a past member of the executive board of the Nassau Association of District 
Curriculum Officials.

KEVIN WITT, Director of Physical Education, 
Health and Athletics

Kevin Witt, the new Director of Physical 
Education, Health and Athletics, comes to Seaford 
with 17 years of experience as a teacher and an 
administrator. He will supervise the physical 
education and health programs from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, and will also oversee all 
aspects of the athletic programs at Seaford Middle 
School and Seaford High School, which feature more than a dozen sports. 

For the past five years, Mr. Witt was the assistant principal of physical 
education, health, athletics and security at Benjamin Cardozo High School 
in Queens. Prior to that, he worked at Richmond Hill High School in 
Queens, where he taught physical education and health for a decade and was 
coordinator of those programs for two years. He played football, basketball 
and baseball for Mepham High School and rugby at the collegiate level. 

JOANE VINCENT, Assistant Director of Pupil 
Personnel Services

Joane Vincent is the new Assistant Director 
of Pupil Personnel Services, bringing more than 
a decade of special education experience to the 
position. Her responsibilities include supervising 
special education staff and related services at the 
elementary, middle and high school levels. 

She comes to Seaford from the Port Washington 
School District, where she was the Assistant Director of Pupil Personnel 
Services. Previously, she worked with the Regional Special Education 
Technical Assistance Support Center as a Special Education School 
Improvement Specialist, providing professional development to teachers and 
administrators in the East Ramapo School District. She also taught special 
education for eight years in the New York City schools. 
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Dr. Adele V. Pecora  
Superintendent of Schools

New Board Trustee  
Kevin Devlin was elected to the 

Seaford Board of Education in May 
for a three-year term. Mr. Devlin, a 
2009 Seaford High School graduate, 
serves as Deputy Chief of Staff to 
State Sen. John Brooks and is a 
veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps.

Commended Student
Senior Jason Linzer has been 

named a commended student in the 
2020 National Merit Scholarship 
Program. Jason was recognized by 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation for his exceptional 
academic promise. Commended 
students placed among the top 50,000 
scorers of more than 1.5 million who 
took the 2018 PSAT.   

Teacher of the Year
Kevin Nichols received the Seaford 

High School Teacher of the Year 
award for the 2018-2019 school 
year, chosen by faculty members and 
administration who have previously 
earned the distinction. He is a 
mathematics teacher in his 22nd year 
in the District. He teaches Algebra 
1, Advanced Placement Calculus and 
Math Science Technology Principles. 

High School Is a Recognition 
School

Seaford High School was 
designated as a Recognition School 
by the New York State Education 
Department for the 2018-2019  
school year. The Education 
Department identified 562 high-
achieving and high-progress schools 
under New York’s Every Student 
Succeeds Act plan, including 67 
on Long Island. Under the prior 
accountability system, Seaford High 
School was identified as a Reward 
School four times. 

All-State Musicians
Carly Corsitto and Liam 

McDonald, seniors at Seaford High 

School, were selected to the All-State 
Music Festival, hosted by the New 
York State School Music Association. 
Carly will sing with the Women’s 
Choir and Liam will play the 
mallets in the symphonic band. The 
NYSSMA All-State Music Festival, 
which will be held from Dec. 5-8 in 
Rochester, New York is just another 
milestone for the pair who have 
already had numerous All-County 
music selections. 


